Fransa'mn Tiirkiye Biiytikelgisi
Laurent Bili, ikiz ¢ocuklarina
Tayfun ve Volkan gibi Tiirk

isimleri verecek kadar Tiirkiye'ye
yakin biri.Istanbul'daki Fransiz
Sarayi'nda bizi misafir eden
Fransa'mn Ankara Biiyiikelgisi
Laurent Bili ile; bu sayimizda iki
iilke arasindaki iliskiler, ekonomi ve
ozel hayat: iizerine renkli bir sohbet
gerceklestirdik.

France's Ankara Ambassador,
Laurent Bili is a person close to
Turkey, even he has named his twin
children as Tayfun and Volkan.
France's Ankara Ambassador,
Laurent Bili has hosted us at

the French Palace in Istanbul;

in this issue, we had a colorful
conversation with the Excellency
Interview about the relationships
between the two countries, economy
and his private life.
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FRANSA'NIN TURKIYE BUYUKELCISi LAURENT BILI

Turkey Ambassador of France Laurent Bili
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ANKARA'DA
EVIMIZDE GIBIYIZ
WE FEEL AT

HOME IN ANKARA

"Ankara'da bagkatip olarak gérev yaptigim
sirada Volkan adinda ¢ok sevdigim bir
arkadasim vardi. Kardesinin ad1 da Tayfun'du.
Esimle ikizlerimiz diinyaya gelince onlarin
adlarini koyduk. Cocuklar simdi 15 yasinda.
Biiyiik kizim 21 yasinda. 18 yasindaki diger
oglum ise Fransa'da {iniversite okuyor. Esim
Sabine gecen yildan beri elcilikte ¢alistyor.
Ikizler Volkan ve Tayfun benimle Ankara'da
yastyor. Onlarla beraber Tiirkiye'yi kesfetmeye
calistyoruz. Mesela bu yaz Ordu, Artvin,
Ardahan, Kars, Erzurum, Sivas ve Erzincan
gezdik. Anadolu'yu dolagmak ¢ok keyifli.
Kuzey-Giiney dizisinin hi¢bir béliimiinii
kagirmadim. Trabzon'da Tiirk¢e 6grendim.
Yurtta kaldim ve giinde 6 saat dil egitimi
aldim. Aksamlar: yurtta Tiirk 6grencilerle
sohbet ettik. Trabzonspor'u tutuyorum zaten".

Tiirkiye'den 1999 yilinda ayrildiniz. Bu yaz
Biiyiikelci olarak geri dondiigiiniizde, sizi en
cok etkileyen degisiklikler ne oldu?

1999 yili ile bugiin arasinda iki kez
Tiirkiye'ye geldim. Ilki 2004 yilinda Istanbul'da
NATO zirvesi kapsamindaydi. Tkincisi ise 2006
yilinda nostaljik aile tatili i¢indi. Feodara,
Tristan, Aurélien-Volkan ve Florian-Tayfuna
nerede biiytidiiklerini gostermek istedim.
Ankara’ya geldik ve Urgiip, Konya, Catalhdyiik,
Burdurdan gegerek arabayla Bodrum’a gittik.
2006 y1ilinda, beni en ¢ok etkileyen sey, Orta
Anadoludaki karayolu agindaki hizli iyilesme
oldu.

Birkag aydir, Tiirkiyede Biiyiikelgi olarak
tekrar bulunurken, baska degisiklikler
gordiim. Oturdugum sehir olan Ankaranin,
oncesine gore daha biiyiik, daha ¢ok yesil,
daha zengin oldugunu gozlemledim.

Onceden olmayan, Amerikan tarzi AVM’lerin
(Aligveris merkezleri) yapildigini kesfettim.
Bu yerlerin beni ¢ektigini soylemem, ancak bu
Ankaralilarin giinlik yasamlarinda meydana
gelen bir degisikliktir. Diger yandan, 6ncesine
gore Ankara semtleri (Kizilay, Tunal1) hemen
hemen degismemis.
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“While I served as head clerk in Ankara, I had a very dear friend named
Volkan. His brother's name was Tayfun. When our twins were born, we put
their names with my wife. The children are 15 years old now. My older daughter
is 21 years old. My 18-year-old other son is studying in college in France. My
wife Sabina has been working at the embassy since last year. The twins Volkan
and Tayfun live in Ankara with me. We're trying to explore Turkey with them.
For example, this summer we visited Ordu, Artvin, Ardahan, Kars, Erzurum,
Sivas and Erzincan. It is very pleasant to travel Anatolia. I did not miss any
episode of the Kuzey-Guney series. I learned Turkish in Trabzon. I stayed in the
dorms and I took 6-hours language training in a day. In the evening, we chatted
with Turkish students in the dorm. I'm already a fan of Trabzonspor.

You left Turkey back in 1999. When you came back this summer as an
Ambassador, what were the changes that impressed you the most?

I visited Turkey twice between 1999 and today. The first one was in 2004
for a NATO Summit in Istanbul. The second one was for a nostalgic family
vacation in 2006. I wanted to show Feodara, Tristan, Aurélien-Volkan and
Florian-Tayfun where they grew up. We came to Ankara and then travelled
to Urgiip, Konya, Catalhdyiik, Burdur and finally to Bodrum by car. What
impressed me the most back in 2006 was the fast improvement of roads in
Central Anatolia.

In my current position as the Ambassador for the past several months, I
have seen also other changes. I observed that Ankara, the city that I live in is
much larger, greener and richer when compared to the past. I discovered that
today there are American style shopping malls constructed in Ankara which
was not the case before. I cannot say that such places are attractive for me, yet
this is a change that took place in the daily lives of the inhabitants of Ankara.
On the other hand, the districts of Ankara (Kizilay, Tunali) have stayed
almost unchanged.




TURKIYE
HALKI iLE
UMUDU
PAYLASTIM

| SHARE HOPE WITH THE
PEOPLE OF TURKEY

Geldiginizden beri, Fransa ile Tiirkiye arasindaki iliskiler ne
yonde gelisti?

Geldigimden beri, Fransa ile Tiirkiye arasindaki iligkiler, iyi
kot gesitli evrelerden gegti. Bunlari biliyorsunuz. Iyimser bir
kisi olarak, iliskileri canlandirmak ve mitkemmel bir seviye
olan dogal seviyesine dondiirmek i¢in gergek bir niyetin
oldugunu gordiigltimiiz son aylara dikkatimi veriyorum. Ciinki
herkesten daha iyi bildiginiz gibi, Tiirkiye ile Fransa arasinda
uzun bir dostluk ge¢misi vardir. Gerginlik dénemleri istisnadr.

Tiirkiye'nin dhs politikasi hakkinda son yillardaki gelisimi
haklkinda ne séyleyebilirsiniz?

Son yillarda, Tiirk diplomasisinin 6nemli olduguna dair
bilincin gok gelismis olduguna siiphe yoktur. Ozellikle son
aylarda, Arap Bahari ile tamamen sarsilan jeopolitik ortam
g6z oniine alindiginda, diinyanin dikkati, Tiirkiyenin ve
liderlerinin pozisyonuna ¢ekilmistir. Ben 1995 yilinda
Tiirkiyedeyken, ¢ok sayida bolgesel kriz, cevredeki tim
iilkelerde devam etmekteydi. Bu sirada, eski bagka sorunlar
su yliziine ¢iksa bile, bazi bolgeler stabilize olmustu. Tk
gelisimde, Suriye ile iliskiler kétitydii. Birkag aydir net
olarak diizelmisti. Bugiin, Tiirkiye ile Suriye arasindaki
iligkiler, tekrar gergindir. O dénemde, bir¢ok tilke Tiirk
diplomasisinin zenginligini ve kalitesini fark etmemisti.
Bugiin, Ankaradaki biiyiikelgilikler cok daha aktif: resmi
ziyaretler daha ¢ok yapiliyor ve Tiirkiye'nin sozii her
zamankinden daha fazla agirhiga sahip. Zaten ¢ok iyi bir Tirk
diplomasisi vardi, ama bugiin ona verilen degerin, 6ncesine
gore net olarak arttigin1 sdyleyebilirim.
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How did the relations between Turkey and France develop
since when you came?

The relations between Turkey and France had ups and downs
since when I came. You know these. As an optimistic person, I
concentrate on the last few months during which we saw the real
intention to revive relations and restore its natural level which
used to be perfect in the past. As you know very well much more
than anybody else, there are long and historical friendship ties
between Turkey and France. Times of tension are just exceptions.

What can you say about the development of Turkey's foreign
policy in recent years?

There is certainly higher awareness in recent years with respect
to the importance of Turkish diplomacy. When we especially take
into account the geopolitical atmosphere that completely changed
with the Arab Spring in recent months, the world’s attention
has been drawn to Turkey’s and its leaders’ positions. When I
was in Turkey in 1995, there were numerous regional crises in
all surrounding countries. Despite the fact that some of the old
problems had revealed themselves again, stability was achieved
in certain regions. When I first came to Turkey, the relations
with Syria were bad but they were clearly on a good path for
several months. Today, the relations between Turkey and Syria are
again tensed. In those days, many countries failed to understand
the richness and the quality of Turkish diplomacy. Today, the
Embassies in Ankara are much more active: there are more official
visits paid and Turkey’s stance is more important than ever. The
Turkish diplomacy was already very good but I can say that today
it is considered as much more valuable compared to the past.
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Tiirkiye giderek artan bolgesel bir gii¢ haline gelmeyi
hedeflemektedir. Bu duruma gelebilecek imkani var
michr?

Tiirkiye zaten bolgesel bir giictiir. Bu bir soru degil, bu bir
gercektir. Bundan sonra, bu giiciin nasil kullamldigina dair,
bazi sorular sorulabilir. Tiim tlkeler, gii¢ araclar: (kiiltiirel,
ekonomik ve diger iliskiler) paletini nasil kullanacag:
konusunda diisiinmelidir. Benim diisiinceme gore,
rekabetten ¢ok fazla s6z ediyoruz, oysaki Giiney Akdeniz gibi,
ok sikintili bir ortamda bulunuyoruz, ortaklik yaklagimina
katilmak gerekmektedir. Arap Baharmin dogru yonde
gitmesine yardimc1 olmak icin, tiim enerjilere ihtiyacimiz var
-Ozellikle de Tiirkiye'ninkine- yapilacak ¢ok is var. Libyada,
Tiirkiye ile Fransa birlikte ¢ok sey yapabilir.

AB'deki ekonomik kriz, genisleme ile ilgili tartismalan
uzaklastirdi. Bununla birlikte, Tiirkiye'de ise entegrasyon
siirecindeki etkili blokaj ve iiyelik perspektifinin
olmamasi, bu meseleyi uzaklastiriyor gibi goriiniiyor.
Tiirkiye icin Avrupa seriiveninin sonu mu geldi?
Oncelikle, agik olmak gerektigini diisiiniiyorum: genisleme
ile ilgili tartismadaki inis ¢ikuglar ne olursa olsun, kimse
Avrupa Birligi ile Tiirkiyenin birlikte galisamayacagini
diisiinmiiyor. Bugiin Avrupa Birligindeki tartismanin
konusu genisleme degildir, Avrupanin nasil tekrar raylarina
oturtulacagidir. Genisleme meselesi, ikinci plana ge¢mistir.
Ancak Tiirkiye'nin modernlesmesi icin tiim isbirligi devam
etmektedir. 2006-2013 doneminde Avrupa, Tiirkiyenin
gelistirilmesine yonelik programlar i¢in 4 milyar Avrodan
fazla para vermistir. Avrupa Yatirim Bankas: Tiirkiyede 9
milyar Avrodan fazla para 6demistir. Ormanlarin idaresi,
Avrupa Insan Haklar1 Mahkemesinin igtihatlary, saghk
standartlar1 hakkinda programlarimiz var. Hemen hemen
tlim alanlarda, projeler ve AB fonu var. Miizakereler icin
sorulmasi gereken soru, Avrupa projesinin yaklasik 80
milyon niifuslu bir iilkeyi i¢ine alip alamayacag1 ve dengesini
kaybedip kaybetmeyecegidir. Bu soruya nasil cevap verilirse
verilsin, AB ile Tiirkiye iligkileri devam edecek ve gelisecektir.
Ekonomik krizin, Tiirkiye ile Avrupa Birligi arasindaki
ortaklig1 daha fazla degistirebilecegini diisiinmiiyorum.
Glimriik birliginden itibaren, Tiirkiye ile Avrupa arasindaki
iliskiler, tiye tilkeler arasindaki iligkilerle benzer diizeyde i¢
icedir. Tiirk ihracatinin %55' Avrupa Birligine yoneliktir
ve bugiin Tiirkiye'deki kazangh yabanci yatirimlarin %85'1
Avrupa Birligi'nden gelmektedir.
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Turkey aims to become a stronger regional power. Could
that be achieved?

Turkey is already a regional power. There is no question
about it, it is a fact. One can then ask some questions about
how this power is used. All countries should think about how
to make use of these power tools (cultural, economic and other
relations). I personally think that there is too much talk of
competition but South Mediterranean is a very problematic
region so it is necessary to be part of a partnership approach.

In order to help the Arab Spring proceed in the right
direction, we need all the energies — especially that of Turkey
— there is a lot to do. Turkey and France could do many things
together in Libya.

The economic crisis in the EU alienated candidate countries
from enlargement discussions. On the other hand, the
effective blockage and the lack of having a membership
perspective also seem to have caused some alienation. Has
Turkey come to the end of its Europe adventure?

First of all, I believe one needs to be sincere; no matter
what the ups and downs are in enlargement discussions,
nobody thinks that Turkey and the European Union cannot
work together. Today, what’s discussed in the European
Union is not enlargement but how to put Europe back on
track. Enlargement has become a secondary issue. However,
full collaboration continues for Turkey’s modernization.
Europe allocated more than 4 billion Euros to Turkey
between 2006 and 2013 for programs concentrating on
Turkey’s development. The European Investment Bank
(EIB) has paid more than 9 billion Euros in Turkey. We
have programs on forest management, European Court of
Human Rights case laws and health standards. There are
projects and EU funds in almost all areas. The question that
needs to be asked for negotiations is whether the European
Union can integrate a country that has got a population
of 80 million and whether it can preserve its balance. No
matter what the answer to this question is, the EU-Turkey
relations will continue and further develop. I do not
think that the economic crisis can change the partnership
between Turkey and the European Union more. Since the
Customs Union Agreement, the relations between Turkey
and Europe are similar to those relations between member
states, they are interlinked. Turkey’s exports to Europe
accounts for 55% and 85% of foreign investments in Turkey
that make profit have come from the European Union.




Avrupa kamuoyu, Tiirkiye'yi AB'ye katilmis olarak gormeye
hazir mi?

Durum iilkeden iilkeye degisir. Fransa’y1 6rnek olarak ele alirsak,
kamuoyu yeni bir genisleme konusunda ¢ekimserdir. Ama bu husus,
sadece Tiirkiye'ye 6zgii degildir. Fransizlarin % 53’ Tiirkiye haklkinda
olumlu bir imaja sahiptir.

Son yillardaki giiglii ekonomik biiyiimeden bahsediyordunuz.
Tiirk ekonomisi, AB’nin krizden ¢ikmasina yardimci olmak igin,
bir ¢oziim olabilir mi? Siyasal gerilimlerin, Fransa ile Tiirkiye
arasindaki ticari iliskiler iizerine etkisi nedir?

Gergekten Tiirk ekonomisi bitylimektedir ve Tiirkiye; Rusya,
Brezilya ve Hindistan 6nce Fransa i¢in ¢ok 6nemli bir ortaktir.
Siyasi gerilimlerin, mevcut is iligkileri iizerinde herhangi bir etkisi
olmamustir. 2015 yilina kadar, Tiirkiye ile AB arasindaki ticaretin 15
milyar Avroya ulasacagini bekliyoruz. Bununla birlikte, savunma
sanayi ve niikleer enerji gibi, Fransa ile Tiirkiye'nin dogal ortak
olabilecegi alanlarda, hicbir olaganiistii atillim yapilmadig1 dogrudur.

Bu konuda, Fransa niikleer enetiji iiretiminde uzmanhda sahiptir
ve Tiirkiye bunu elde etmek istegindedir, peki nasil oluyor da
yollari birlesmiyor?

Fransanin, niikleer santrallerin, 6zellikle idaresi, giivenligi ve
ekipman agisindan egsiz bir deneyime sahip oldugu dogrudur. Ben
iki tilkenin de sonunda bulusacagini umuyorum. Fransa bakimindan,
mesajimiz basittir: “Biz Tiirkiye i¢in her zaman miisaitiz.
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Tiirkiye'de en cok neyi seviyorsunuz?

Benim i¢in Anadolu manzaralar1 kadar egsiz bir sey yok.
Yola ¢iktiginizda, renkler, uzun diizliikler, tepelerden olusan bir
manzara... Hattugag’a gittim. Kirikkale yakininda, eski okyanus
kabugunun, plaka tektonigi mucizesinden dolay: artik toprak
yiiziinde bulundugu bir yer var, bir jeolog arkadasima gore, bu
tabi olay sadece Tiirkiyede ve Ummanda var. Bazis1 yesil renkte,
bazist kirmizi renkte olan topraklar var. Glines yansimalari ile
buradan inanilmaz renkler ortaya gikar. Bunu bagka bir yerde
goremeyiz. Buna bir de Anadolu miiziginin dokunusunu,
ozellikle Ozdemir Erdogan’in nostaljik melodilerini eklerseniz,
muhtesem olur. Hem hiiziinlii hem giizel.

Tiirkiye'nin bolgedeki konumu ve AB ile iligkileri hakkinda
bize neler sdyleyebilirsiniz?

Giizel soru. Tiirkiye ile Avrupa arasindaki iligkilerin artan
6nemi yadsinamaz bir gergektir. NATO iiyeligi, AB adaylig
ile siyasi bakimindan, Tiirkiye Avrupaya yonelmistir ve
Avrupada Tiirkiye'ye. Ekonomik, mali ve insan akis1 agisindan,
Tiirkiye'nin ilk ortagi Avrupadir. Son zamanlarda sayilar biraz
gerilemistir ancak geleneksel olarak Tiirk ihracatinin %50’si
AB’ye gider (giiniimiizde daha ¢ok %40). Ve Tiirkiye'deki
yabanci yatirimlarin % 80 ila 901 ABden geliyor. Ayrica,
Almanya, Fransa, Hollanda, Avusturya, Isveg ve Belgika gibi
biiyiik Avrupa tilkelerinin ¢ogunun, Tiirk topluluklarini
6nemli dl¢iide kabul ettigini belirtmek gerekir. Bu, Tiirkiye ile
Avrupa arasinda énemli baglar kurulmasina yardimei olur ve
Tiirkiye'nin boélgedeki konumu bakimindan, Tiirk diplomasisi
son yillarda ¢ok gelismistir. Tiirkiye, Suriye krizi agisindan
6n plandadir. Demografik ve ekonomik agirlig1 artmaktadir.
Bizim igin, Tiirkiye bolgede kriz yoénetimi i¢in vazgegilmez bir
ortaktir.

Are «Europeans» ready to see Turkey as a member of
the EU?

This situation changes from one country to another. If
we take France as an example, French people are hesitant
about a new enlargement. However, this is not specific to
Turkey. 53% French people have a positive image about
Turkey.

You have been talking about strong economic growth
in recent years. Could the Turkish economy be a
solution to help the EU recover from the crisis? What
is the impact of political tensions over commercial
relations between Turkey and France?

Turkish economy is really growing and Turkey is a
very important partner for France before Russia, Brazil
and India. Political tensions did not have any impact
on current business relations. We expect the trade
between Turkey and the EU to reach 15 billion Euros by
2015. However, it is also true that no significant
investments have been made in fields such defense
industry and nuclear energy where France and
Turkey could be natural partners.

France is an expert in nuclear energy generation
and Turkey would like to make use of it but how
come that their paths do not intersect?

It is true that the nuclear plants in France have
got extensive
experience
especially in
the fields of
operation,
security and
equipment. I am
hopeful that the
paths of these
two countries
will intersect
one day. The
message of the
French side is
simple: “We are
always available
for Turkey”

What do you
like the most in
Turkey?

The Anatolia
scenery is
incomparable to
anything else.
When you set
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on the road, the panorama made up of colors, plateaus
and hills accompanies you.... I visited Hattusa. Close to
Kirikkale, there is a place where you can see an old ocean
shell now visible on the ground due to the plate tectonics
miracle. According to a geologist friend of mine, this
natural happening can only be seen in Turkey and Oman.
The soil is seen in different colors, in some parts it is green
and in other parts it is red. You can see incredible colors
here with the reflections of the sun. You cannot see this
in any other place. Moreover, if you add the touch of the
Anatolian music and the nostalgic melodies of Ozdemir
Erdogan, it is great. It is both sad and nice.

What can you tell us about Turkey’s position in the
region and relations with the EU?

Good question. The increasing importance of relations
between Turkey and the EU is a reality that cannot
be disregarded. With its NATO membership and EU
candidacy, Turkey has, from a political point of view,
changed its direction towards Europe and vice versa.

From an economic, financial and people’s perspective
point of view, Europe is Turkey’s first partner. The
figures have dropped a bit recently but traditionally
50% of Turkey’s exports go to the EU (today this figure
is around 40%). 80 or 90% of foreign investors coming
to Turkey are from the EU. It is also worth mentioning
that most of the big European countries such as
Germany, France, the
Netherlands, Austria,
Sweden and Belgium
have accepted its
Turkish societies
to a large extent.

This would help to
establish important
ties between Turkey
and Europe.

In terms Turkey’s
position in the
region, Turkish
diplomacy has
improved greatly in
recent years. Turkey
is at the forefront
in the Syria crisis.

Its demographic

and economic

weight continues to
increase. Turkey is an
indispensable partner
for us for crisis
management in

the region.




COCUKLARINA

TURKCE ISIMLER VERDI

YOU ALSO GAVE TURKISH
NAMES T0 YOUR CHILDREN...

Evet, onlara Volkan ve Tayfun isimleri vererek
sembolik bir jest yapmak istedik ve Tiirkce isimlerini
Fransizca’dan (Aurelien ve Florian) dnce kullandik.
Cocuklarim isimleriyle gurur duyuyor ve kendilerini
ozel hissediyor. Usttinde Tiirkce isimleri yazan,
Trabzonsporlu futbolcularin imzaladigl formalari bile
var. Esim ve cocuklarim cumartesi sabahlari 1,5 saat
Ozel Turkce dersi aliyor.
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Yurt disina yatinm yapacak Tiirk firmalar icin Fransa nasil bir
pazar? Sizin bu konuda Tiirk firmalarina ne tiir 6nerileriniz olabilir?
Ben Fransada yatirim yapmak gerekiyor diye diisiinityorum. Bir¢ok is
adamiyla Fransadaki yatirim ihtimalleriyle ilgili goriistiim. Ozel sektorde
ilgi artis1 var. Birka¢ onemli isim disinda ¢ok biiyiik yatirimcilar yok ama
gelecekte ortaklik sayisinda ve Fransadaki Tiirk yatirimlarinda bir artis

bekliyoruz. Kapinin her zaman agik oldugunu durmadan ifade ediyorum.

Sizi en cok etkileyen yer neresi oldu?

Bu soruya cevap vermek kolay degil, ciinkii birgok yere asik olduk.
Bunlar arasinda Nemrut Dag1, Urgiip, Ortahisar, Kapadokya, Safranbolu,
Pamukkale’yi sayabilirim. Biz aslinda kiiciik kasabalari, izole olmus ya
da bilinmeyen yerleri kesfetmeyi ve gérmeyi seviyoruz. Béoyle yerlerde
her zaman giizel siirprizler oluyor. Beysehirde, eski bir Selguklu mescidi
gibi...

Tiirk mutfagini nasil buluyorsunuz? En sevdiginiz yemekler hangileri?
Bu soruya en dogru cevap su: Kilo aliyoruz. Kilo aldik, durmadan
miicadele ediyoruz. Ozellikle Antakya ve Adana mutfagi mitkemmel.
Esim i¢in zor bir durum, tathlar, baklavalar... Ben biraz daha kebap
tarafindayim. Beyti kebab1 ve Halep isi kebaba bayiliyorum.
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Yes, by naming them Volkan and Tayfun we wanted to make

a symbolic gesture so we used their Turkish names before the
French ones (Aurelien and Florian). My children are proud of
their names and it makes them feel special. They even have
Trabzonspor shirts with their Turkish names and signed by the
players. My wife and children have Turkish lessons for an hour
and a half on Saturday mornings.

What kind of a market does France provide for Turkish
companies who wish to invest ? What advice do you
have for Turkish companies ?

I believe investment in France is necessary. I had
meetings with many businessmen concerning investment
possibilities in France. There is a growing interest in
the private sector. There aren’t big investors except for a
few important names but we expect growth in Turkish
investments in the future. I always say that our doors are
open.

Which place most affected you ?

It is not easy to answer this question because we fell in
love with many places we visited. Mount Nemrut, Urgiip,
Ortahisar, Cappadocia, Safranbolu and Pamukkale are
some of those places. Indeed, we like to discover small
villages, isolated or unknown places. You get great
surprises in places like that. Like the small Seljuk mosque
in Beysehir for example...

What do you think about the Turkish cuisine ? What
are your favorite dishes ?

The real answer to that question is this : We keep putting
on weight and constantly fight against it. I especially like
Antakya and Adana cuisines. My wife struggles against
all those baklavas and desserts... I am more on the kebab
side. I love Beyti and Aleppo kebab.




